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JOHN 11:45-12:12

Mary therefore took a pound of expensive ointment made from 
pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet 
with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was 
about to betray him), said, “Why was this ointment not sold for 
three hundred denarii[c] and given to the poor?” He said this, not 
because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief, 
and having charge of the moneybag he used to help himself to 
what was put into it. Jesus said, “Leave her alone, so that she 
may keep it for the day of my burial. For the poor you always 
have with you, but you do not always have me.” (John 12:3-8)

What Happens When You Choose to Live for God?



We are close to the start of Passover and Springtime. Jesus knows 
his mission will soon be completed. He chose to do God’s will, John 
18:1; Matthew 26:39, and sets an example for us to live out our lives 
for God.

When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples 
across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which he and 
his disciples entered. And going a little farther he fell on his face and 
prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me, 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”

In Luke 9:51, “When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he 
set his face to go to Jerusalem.”

I. There is a plan for your life when living for God, Luke 9:51.
A.  A plan for ____________ worship, Acts 2:1; 2:42;  

Hebrews 10:25. 
B. A plan to live by the Word of God, 1 Timothy 2:15. 
C.  A plan to ______ the Gospel and disciple,  

Matthew 28:19-20. 
D. A plan to be filled with the Holy Spirit, Acts 2:4.

II.  There will be __________ sides when living for God,  
John 11:45-46.

III.  There will be __________ _____________ when living for God, 
John 11:47.

A.  Between differing religious views (Sadducees and 
Pharisees. 70 + 1)

B. Between success and defeat, John 11:48-52.
IV.  There is __________ ____________ when living for God,  

John 11:53 (compare John 12:27; 13:21, 27; 18:1-8).
A. You ______ ____________ in your spirit. 
B. ________ is at the door. 
C. __________ is going to arise. 
D.  __________ comes as you walk in truth, live right, be ready 

to preach Jesus, walk in faith, guard your mind, use the 
Word of God, and pray. Ephesians 6.

V. There is God’s _________ when living for God, John 11:53; 17:1.
VI.  There is the need for ____________ when living for God,  

John 11:54-12:12.
A. We need an Ephraim, John 11:54. 

1. A period of ______________. 
2. Spending time with _______ __________. 
3. __________ _______ from the mainstream. 

B. We need a Bethany, John 12:1-4. 
1. _____________ - Lazarus and Simon the leper. 
2. __________ - Martha. 
3. Pure ______ - Mary. 
4. Even in Bethany, it can feel like pure hell - Judas. 

C. We need a Jerusalem, John 12:12 
1. ________ the will of God, Luke 9:51.
2. _____________ service.
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